
Chart 2: Country of origin of the unauthorized migrant pop-
ulation in the United States, March 2005

Source: Adapted from “The Size and Characteristics of the Unauthorized Migrant Population
in the U.S.,” March 2007, http://www.pewhispanic.org.

Chart 2 shows that, although unauthorized migrants from all over the
world reside and work in the United States, almost 80 percent of the
total are citizens of Mexico and other Latin American (primarily Central
American) countries. This overwhelming majority status establishes that
the primary target population for the transient servitude program will be
the citizens of Mexico and Central American countries currently residing
in the United States and suggests that most of new migrant workers who
will be recruited through a national guest worker program will be from
those regions. 

A short history of the prior U.S. exploitation of the Mexican and
Central American people is essential for understanding the implications
of the latest program aimed at this target population.

2.
A History of Exploitation

The United States has subjected the Mexican people to relentless
exploitation since the inequitable war of 1846–48. Despite U.S. treaty
obligations to respect the civil and property rights of Mexican citizens
that resided in the territory seized during the war, efforts, both legal and
illegal, to displace them from the land and reduce them to wage labor
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