
ber of bracero contracts signed rose rapidly during the war and then
declined steadily in the immediate postwar period. The most significant
feature of the time line, however, is that it reveals that the vast majority
of the Mexican workers who signed bracero contracts were employed
during the 1950s, indicating that U.S. capitalism was quick to take advan-
tage of cheap Mexican labor and expanded the program far beyond its
original mandate.

Chart 3: Braceros contracted to the United States, 1942–67

Source: Adapted from “Mexican Migration to the United States,” http://www.farmworkers
.org.

Chart 3 also documents the duplicity of U.S. policy toward Mexican
migrants that was manifested quite clearly in the 1950s when an eco-
nomic recession triggered a political backlash against Mexican migrants.
Operation Wetback, as it was officially designated, was a paramilitary
campaign conducted by the U.S. Border Patrol against Mexican commu-
nities across the nation that resulted in the deportation or flight of well
over a million migrant workers and their families. Chart 3 shows clearly
that the demand for indentured Mexican workers continued to rise
despite Operation Wetback, reaching an annual average of 430,000 a year
during the second half of the decade.
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