
Immigration Reform: Legitimizing Transient Servitude

While the WTO can supply international guidelines and sanctions for
guest worker programs, a national program of transient servitude must be
drafted and sanctioned by U.S. law before it can be implemented. Table
1 presents a summary of the major immigration legislation that was intro-
duced in Congress in 2006.

Table 1 erases any doubts about U.S. intentions to legalize the whole-
sale exploitation of Mexican and Latin American workers through a
national guest worker program. The table reveals that Representative
Shirley Jackson-Lee offered the only major immigration reform proposal
introduced in the 109th Congress that did not embrace a guest worker
program. 

Common threads run through all of the guest worker proposals:

All of the guest worker programs link visas to employment. Portable
visas allow workers to change jobs and remain in the program.

None of the guest worker programs are sector specific, meaning that
all industries in the United States will be entitled to exploit cheap
migrant labor.
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Map 2: Department of Homeland Security Detention and
Removal Operation Facilities
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