
1999, the rate of incarceration in federal and state prisons had grown
to 476 per 100,000—3.5 times the record set in the Great Depression. 

Figure 1
U.S. Prisoners per 100,000 Persons, 1925-2000*

*Note: data for state and federal prisoners extends only to 1999; data for state, federal and
local prisoners extends to 2000.

Sources: Data for federal and state prisoners taken from U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of
Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, 1999, Section 6, Persons Under
Correctional Supervision, Table 6.26 <http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/1995/pdf/section6.pdf>.

Data for persons in federal and state prisons and local jails taken from U.S. Department of
Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear 2000
<http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/pjim00.pdf>. 

This meteoric rise in the rate of incarceration, which began
almost thirty years ago in the early 1970s, at a time when the
economy was slowing down, appears to still be continuing
today—with no end yet in sight. The number of inmates in fed-
eral prisons rose by more than 9 percent between 1999 and 2000.
As figure 1 shows, when data on incarceration in local jails is
added to that of state and federal prisons, the combined rate of
incarceration comes to 702 inmates per 100,000 in 2000 as com-
pared to 458 per 100,000 a decade earlier in 1990. (While dis-
cussing rates of incarceration, we should keep in mind that there
are now about two million people in federal and state prisons and
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