
but also in relation to that of the other developed capitalist societies?
Marc Mauer of the Sentencing Project has attempted to explain this

historical acceleration in the U.S. incarceration rate, distinguishing it
from both its own previous history and also from other capitalist states,
by arguing that in United States in the mid-1970s, 

The second great ‘experiment’ in the use of incarceration came
into being. The first…involved the development of the peni-
tentiary in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as a means
of controlling deviance through an institutional response. It
ultimately failed to achieve many of its objectives, but it never-
theless represented a consciously articulated approach to the
problem. The more recent experiment was to see whether a
massive and unprecedented use of imprisonment would effec-
tively control crime (Mauer,The Race to Incarcerate).

Figure 2
Total Correctional Population 

(in millions) 

Sources: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal
Justice Statistics, 1999, Section 6, Persons Under Correctional Supervision, Table 6.1
<http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/1995/pdf/section6.pdf>.
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