
Texas, New York, and Illinois (primarily New York City and Chicago)
have considerable concentrations. All of these areas also have sizable
established informal economies.

The big surprises in the INS study are the recent trends of worker
immigration from Mexico and Central America to other destinations
in the United States. These national trends are recorded in chart 4,
based on the same INS study as chart 3. This shows that six of the top
ten states that experienced the highest growth rate of undocumented
immigrants during the last decade of the twentieth century are in the
southeastern United States with three states in mid-America not far
behind. The phenomenal increase in immigration to the southeast is to
the booming metropolitan areas where new construction and service-
oriented businesses have created a huge demand for low-cost labor.
During the period 1990–2000, the number of undocumented immi-
grants doubled from 3.5 to 7 million for the United States overall.
Current estimates indicate that those immigration trends have accel-
erated and the nation’s total is now between 11.5 and 12 million
(http://www.pewhispanic.org).

Chart 3: Estimated Percent of Total Undocumented
Immigrants, Top Ten States, 2000

The present patterns of illegal undocumented worker immigration
in the United States signal a rapid expansion of the national informal
economy. The practice of basing the informal economy on the ex-
ploitation of undocumented workers, well established in California
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