
development projects.6 No better example of the growing support for
the FARC–EP exists than the number of rural inhabitants entering the
FARC–EP maintained demilitarized zone (DMZ), acquired by the
insurgency during the peace talks. The DMZ, prior to (official)
FARC–EP consolidation, had a population of only about 100,000
inhabitants.7 By the time the Colombian government invaded the
region and ended the peace negotiations there were roughly 740,000
Colombians who had migrated to the guerrilla held territory.8

Table 1: Four Decades of FARC–EP Growth throughout
Colombian Municipalities

Year Municipality Percentage of Municipalities

1964 4 0.04

1970 54 0.50

1979 100 9.00

1985 173 15.00

1991 437 42.00

1995 622 59.00

1999 1,000 95.00

2004 1,050 100.00

Sources: Grace Livingstone, Inside Colombia (London: Latin American Bureau, 2003), 8;
James F. Rochlin, Vanguard Revolutionaries in Latin America (London: Lynne Reinner
Publishers, 2003), 99; FARC–EP, FARC–EP Historical Outline (Toronto: International
Commission, 2000), 14; Jesus Bejarano Avila, Camilo Enchandia, Roldolfo Escobedo, &
Enrique Querez, Colombia: Inserguridad, Violencia y Desempeno Economico en las Areas
Rurales (Bogotá: Universidad Externado de Colombia, 1997), 133; Timothy Wickham-
Crowley, Guerrillas & Revolution in Latin America (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,
1992), 109–10; Jorge P. Osterling, Democracy in Colombia (Oxford: Transaction Publishers,
1989), 99.

Throughout the four decades since its inception, the FARC–EP has
developed into a complex and organized movement. Its program
addresses a range of critical political, social, cultural, and economic
issues. Based upon ongoing research conducted by the author, the cur-
rent constituency of the organization has grown from its base in the
subsistence peasantry to incorporate indigenous populations, Afro-
Colombians, the displaced, landless rural laborers, intellectuals,
unionists, teachers, and sectors of the urban workforce. Forty-five per-
cent of its members and commandantes are women. What began as a
largely peasant-led rural-based land struggle in the 1960s has since
been transformed into a national sociopolitical movement attempting
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