
In contrast, EU emissions rose over the 1990s by only 1 percent from
904 MMTCE to 913.* The European Union’s maintenance of levels of
carbon dioxide emissions only slightly above that of 1990 had mainly to
do with the shift away from high–carbon coal sources in both Germany
(following reunification) and in the United Kingdom (as a result of nat-
ural gas made available by discoveries in the North Sea)—producing a
sharp decline in carbon emissions in those two countries in the early
1990s, but not a continuing downward trend thereafter. The vast major-
ity of EU member countries, however, had significantly increased their
carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuels over the period. These cir-
cumstances led to the European Union’s “bubble proposal” in the
Kyoto negotiations, whereby the countries of the European Union
would not be held to the Kyoto reductions on a country by country
basis, but would all be contained within the EU bubble.

The dramatic increase in carbon emissions of the United States and
Japan, together with the European Union’s failure thus far to get
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Table 1
A World View of Carbon Dioxide Emissions

Per Person in Population

Country Metric Tons Population** Tons of Emissions 
of Emissions* Per Person
---------------millions--------------

Total G-7 Nations 2,590 684 3.8
United States 1,520 270 5.6
Canada 151 30 5.0
Germany 230 82 2.8
United Kingdom 152 59 2.6
Japan 307 126 2.4
Italy 121 58 2.1
France 109 59 1.8

The Rest of the World 3,554 5,213 0.7

World Total 6,144 5,897 1.0

*Millions of metric tons of carbon equivalent of Carbon Dioxide Emissions from the con-
sumption and flaring of fossil fuels. Data are for 1999.

**In 1998.
Sources: See Figure 1 for source of emissions data; for population figures see World Bank,

“2000 World Development Indicators,” Table 1.1, <www.worldbank.org/data/wdi2001>. 

* Figures exclude Luxemburg.
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