
the planet’s urban population.
Although the centers account for only 18 percent of the planet’s popu-

lation, since their population is 90 percent urban, they are home to a
third of the world’s urban population.

Table 1. Percentages of Total World Urban Population
(Percentages may not add up exactly due to statistical approximations.)

Centers Peripheries World

Wealthy and middle classes 11 13 25

Popular classes 24 54 75

Stabilized (13) (11) (25)

Precarious (9) (43) (50)

Total 33 67 100

Population concerned (millions) (1,000) (2,000) (3,000)

The popular classes account for three-quarters of the world’s urban
population, while the precarious subcategory represents two-thirds of
the popular classes on a world scale. (About 40 percent of the popular
classes in the centers and 80 percent in the peripheries are in the precar-
ious subcategory.) In other words, the precarious popular classes repre-
sent half (at least) of the world’s urban population and far more than that
in the peripheries.

A look at the composition of the urban popular classes a half century
ago, following the Second World War, shows that the proportions that
characterize the structure of the popular classes were very different from
what they have become. 

At the time, the third world’s share did not exceed half of the global
urban population (then on the order of a billion individuals) versus two-
thirds today. Megacities, like those that we know today in practically all
countries of the South, did not yet exist. There were only a few large
cities, notably in China, India, and Latin America.

In the centers, the popular classes benefited, during the postwar peri-
od, from an exceptional situation based on the historic compromise
imposed on capital by the working classes. This compromise permitted
the stabilization of the majority of workers in forms of a work organiza-
tion known as the “Fordist” factory system. In the peripheries, the pro-
portion of the precarious—which was, as always, larger than in the
centers—did not exceed half of the urban popular classes (versus more
than 70 percent today). The other half still consisted, in part, of stabi-
lized wage-earners in the forms of the new colonial economy and of the
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