
operatives functioning in the base areas throughout the country.
It is important to note that one of the reasons why people’s power was

able to spread and consolidate so fast throughout Nepal is because of the
background prepared by United People’s Front (UPF), a legal front for
the then underground CPN(M) before the People’s War started. The UPF
was able to expose the then monarchical parliamentary system and to
propagate for the New Democratic revolution (while occupying a posi-
tion both in parliament and outside it), spreading an organizational net-
work throughout the country which facilitated in converting the local or-
gans of UPF into people’s committees after the People’s War started.3

The Present State of People’s Power in the Base Areas

Out of the three commands—Western, Middle, and Eastern—cover-
ing the whole country, the Middle Command has been chosen in this ar-
ticle as a focal command because the People’s War has had the strongest
impact in this region. Within this command there are two sub-regional
commands: Gandak and Special Sub-region. Within the Special Sub-re-
gion all districts comprising Rolpa, Rukum, and Salyan under the Maga-
rat autonomous region are being organized as the main base areas.
Among these, the main base area in Rolpa is relatively older, more stable,
and consolidated than the rest. Within Gandak sub-region, secondary
base areas under the Tamuwan
autonomous region in the
Northern Gandak and Magarat
autonomous region in the south-
ern Gandak are being organized.
These base areas, however, are
relatively unstable. In those ar-
eas which fall between the main
base areas and secondary base
areas, the vacuum created due
to destruction of the old state is
being filled by embryonic peo-
ple’s committees. Similar situa-
tions with some variations are
operating in the rest of com-
mands throughout the country.
The capital Kathmandu and dis-
trict headquarters are still under
the control of the old state, al-
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