
The ATEDP Act streamlined the execution process by restricting prison-
ers’ right of habeas corpus, the rule of law that allows inmates to chal-
lenge their convictions. The steep rise of executions in the late 1990s
corresponded with the passage of the ATEDP (see chart 1). 

Chart 2: Prisoners on Death Row in the United States,
1953–2001

The current high death row populations and execution rates are the
result of capitalist “law and order” policies. The recent history of cap-
ital punishment in the United States shows that the death penalty
remains the deadliest weapon of class struggle in America and that
reactionaries will never give it up without a fight.
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